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The Department of 
Earth Sciences

• Our department was established 
in 1995 to meet local demand for 
Earth science expertise.
• We have international and world-

class academic staff.
• We operate four research 

groups: (1) Solid Earth & Earth 
History, (2) Planetary Sciences, (3) 
Global Change & Environmental 
Science, and (4) Applied/Urban 
Geosciences.



The Department of 
Earth Sciences

• We offer a wide range of courses, 
covering topics in geophysics, 
geochemistry, oceanography, applied 
geology, and atmospheric and 
planetary sciences.
• Our undergraduate program leads to 

the award of a BSc honors degree.



Earth sciences involve the study of the 
nature and evolution of our planet.

What are 
Earth 
sciences?



Earth’s 
Interior



The Dynamic Earth

Plate tectonics is a 
theory of geology. 
It explains the 
movement of the 
Earth's outer shell, 
including the 
continents and 
oceans.



Extinctions & 
Evolution



Natural Hazards

2011 Japan Tsunami 1972 Hong Kong Landslides

All photos are credited to the original authors.



Earth’s Crisis
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Local field trips



Overseas field trips



Since 1996, ~500 
graduates…

• Engineering Firms
• Survey Companies
• Mining Companies
• Government
• Secondary Schools
• Universities
• Disaster Management
• Geotourism

The average salary of recent DES fresh graduates working 
as contractors and consultants is $18,000-20,000.



Please find more information on our website. 
https://www.earthsciences.hku.hk


